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The cover image is Hungarian Parliament Budapest 

by Carolyn M. Todd, the new Secretary of Group 3 

of the Photo Travel Study Groups. See more about 

Carolyn and study groups on page 4.  
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Message from the Chair 

by Stan Bormann, APSA, MPSA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PTD Traveler staff is dedicated to 

putting out four newsletters per year, which 

is a significant effort, and Pamela Liu, 

Margaret Sprott, APSA, and John Martin are 

to be congratulated and thanked for their 

significant efforts to accomplish this with a 

fine newsletter.  Since this is my fourth Chair 

column, it would seem that it is time to assess 

how the Photo Travel Division is doing. 
 

The division was in fine shape when I became 

chair with one exception.  We were, and 

continue to be, thin in finding volunteers for 

some critical positions.  Dennis Deeny told 

me when I first started that he wanted to be 

replaced by the time of the 2020 Photo 

Festival.  That time is upon us even if the 

Festival has been cancelled.  We have two 

volunteers staffing the positions of 1st Vice 

Chair and 2nd Vice Chair, who were sort of 

forced into these positions at the 2019 

conference and neither really wants to take 

the chair position when my term is up in 

2022.  It is important that the new chair in 

2022 has had the opportunity to plan for and 

learn prior to becoming chair.  We need to 

identify at least one person for these two slots 

who will be ready, willing and able to 

become PTD chair in 2022.  Please, if you are 

willing to take on more responsibility in 

PTD, contact me at snbormann@gmail.com.  

You might find me contacting you, but I 

would prefer that you contacted me. 
 

The Covid 19 situation is forcing changes in 

everything that we do.  That goes for PTD 

too.  Some of this is likely to force changes 

that will be positive and hopefully continue.  

We can always use improvements in 

communications.  Laurie Friedman has 

volunteered to coordinate the use of Zoom to 

facilitate on-line meetings within PTD.  

Some Zoom meetings will be of the 

Executive team and the division board which 

includes the directors of all activities.  Study 

groups are an important activity that helps us 

improve our photography and they provide 

an opportunity for members to help other 

members.  We think that it would be good to 

give each study group the opportunity to 

Zoom together to support them becoming a 

closer community of photographers.  Study 

group Zoom meetings might be annual, when 

a new member joins, or any time the group 

wishes.  PSA has provided PTD a license for 

Zoom meetings and Laurie has control of that 

license.  Any group within PTD who has a 

PTD need to utilize our Zoom license should 

contact Laurie to schedule a PTD Zoom 

meeting.  You can reach Laurie at: 

laurief@dcn.org. 
 

Speaking of Study Groups, we have not yet 

launched our new PTD study groups based on 

the Digital Dialogue concept and software.  

Hopefully this will happen in the near future.  

If you are interested in joining one of the first 

of these study groups, please indicate your 

interest in an email to me at: 

snbormann@gmail.com. 
 

Thank you all for your support of the PTD 

division.  Many of you are volunteers or 

active in PTD activities.  We appreciate that 

you are doing these things but, even if you are 

just PSA members with enough interest to be 

reading this newsletter, you are all supporters 

of PTD and your support is appreciated. 
 

 

 

Best Regards 

Stan Bormann 

Stan Bormann 

 

mailto:snbormann@gmail.com
mailto:laurief@dcn.org
mailto:snbormann@gmail.com


4 

 

Carolyn M. Todd & Study Groups 
by Margaret Sprott 

 

Carolyn M. Todd took the cover image in 

June, 2014 as she was on a river cruise on the 

Danube River leaving from Budapest, 

Hungary. Carolyn is the new Secretary for 

the Group 3 study group to which I belong. 
 

Because of business travel and two cross 

country trips with National Parks as the 

focus, she has visited all 50 states with the 

last one being Hawaii in 2017. She has also 

taken three river cruises in Europe. Having 

spent more than 25 summer vacations in 

Acadia National Park in Maine, that feels like 

a second home to her. Carolyn is originally 

from Boston but now resides in State college, 

PA. She and her deceased husband were avid 

Penn State football fans and, for two decades, 

went to every home, away, and bowl game 

which took her to about 50 different 

stadiums. She taught a summer semester 

abroad marketing course in Florence, Italy 

for four years and a summer semester in Aix 

en Provence, France. She also escorted 13 

Penn State students to Marrakesh, Morocco 

during Ramadan and was very glad the 

nightclubs were closed. 
 

When I first read this travel history, I had to 

tell Carolyn about our life in Bar Harbor, ME 

and that we now have a daughter who lives 

with her family in State College. She then 

pointed out that she had met my husband, 

Dick, at a PSA conference so she knew about 

our daughter living there and that it was not 

far from where she lives. He did remember 

that and now Carolyn and I have decided that 

when we visit our daughter, we will have to 

have a ñsocially distancedò get together. 
 

Carolyn became serious about photography 

because of all her travels and Iôm sure sheôll 

be a good Secretary for our group. She plans 

to remind all of us when we need to submit 

images and when we need to comment on 

them, which is something I definitely need. 

 
Carolyn in Florence Italy with the 

Ponte Vecchio in the background. 
 

Carolynôs cover image was one of the images 

she had submitted in Round 49 of Study 

Group 3 and it got good comments and 

ratings from the other members. She had used 

Topaz Denoise AI and Topaz Sharpen AI to 

reduce graininess and improve the sharpness. 

I have cropped part of her image to make it 

fit on the cover a little better. 
 

Here is the image from that night that she 

likes better and it was accepted in a photo 

travel competition. 
 

 
 

 

I am a big fan of study groups because you 

get honest opinions about your images and 

are told whether or not they fit the definition 

of photo travel. It is a great way to show off 

some of your images and to get valuable 

feedback about them
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Photo Travel Images of the Year Winners                                     

by Margaret Hennes, PPSA 
 

In mid-April I sent messages to 224 entrants who had won Best of 

Show or PSA gold medals in the 2019 competition year and were 

current, active members of PSA, inviting them to enter the Image of 

the Year Competition. I received 206 entries and they were judged 

on-line by Nadia Filiaggi, EPSA, Judy Burr, APSA, MPSA and Dee 

Langevin, MPSA2. Here are the winners of that competition with 

some stories that are behind the images. Thanks to Nadia for 

providing some of the background information for the stories. 

 

 

Gold Medalist ï Xiaoyue Yan, PPSA      from China 
 

  
Ethiopiaôs Tribe 65 

 

The image was taken in the Omo Valley of southern Ethiopia on June 11, 2018, showcasing the 

local school of the Hamer people and the teacher and students in class. It portrays the stark reality 

of the school classroom. The children are dressed in tribal clothing and seated at simple, shared 

desks. Lighting looks minimal as do the available facilities. The teacher, and most probably even 

the children, are barefoot. 
 

Nowadays, with the development of tourism, more and more unknown tribes are attracting 

growing attention from the outside world. Modern education enables them to better connect with 

the outside world and adapt to present day society. 
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Silver Medalists 
 

 

Yi Wan, GMPSA/P    from China 
 

This picture was taken in the Old Town 

Square in Prague, Czech Republic in 

October, 2017. At the time, I saw a mother 

playing with her son in the square. With her 

consent, I shot a series of scenes of the boy 

chasing after colorful bubbles. This is one of 

them. The time was about 5 or 6 PM. It was 

a low-angle backlit shot. I used Sony 

RX1RM2, ISO640, f/6.3, 1/250 sec. and 

focal length 35mm. 

                             

                                                                                                    Color Bubbles 8 
 

Jos Cuppens, MPSA   

    from Belgium 
 

This is an old city in east Flanders, Belgium 

with many tourist attractions. This image was 

taken near the Gravensteen, formerly a 

medieval castle and today a museum and a 

major landmark in the city, from a bridge 

over the river Leie. Jos used Canon 7D, ISO 

100, 32mm, f/10, 1/100 sec. 

   
                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                     Gent                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                           

Haktan Okumusoglu, QPSA 

     from Cyprus 
Foggy Land was taken in Jamnik, Slovenia 

in January, 2019. It is one of the most 

photographed churches and sits 831 meters 

atop a bare green hill surrounded by forested 

hillsides and commands panoramic views of 

the Ljubljana Basin to the south, Kamnik 

Alps to the east, Karavanke Alps to the north 

and the Julian Alps to the west. 

Haktan and three friends were there for a 

week  on  a  photography  vacation.   He had                                     Foggy Land 

hoped to  shoot a  landscape  with snow  but 

it did not snow that week.  He was happy to  

capture this magnificent view.                                                    
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PTD COMPETITION CORNER  

by Nadia Filiaggi, EPSA, FAPS 
 

 

Welcome to the second instalment of óPTD Competition Cornerô.  In each edition I will cover 

current problems that the PT Division is finding in PT results of PSA-recognized Exhibitions.  

 

Letôs again look at the first sentence of the Photo Travel Definition:  

A Photo Travel image expresses the characteristic features or culture of a 

land as they are found naturally. 
 

With landscape shots judges will be looking for characteristic features, i.e. some identifiable 

features so that if someone were to visit that place it could be recognized.  Therefore, a very 

generic image of a lake or a forest would score low. 

 

 

The following images most probably would not score well enough to achieve an Acceptance 

because they are very weak in providing the judges characteristic features that are identifiable.  

 

     
 

The following two images do not adhere to the PT definition because they provide no 

characteristic features.     
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Here are examples of images which provide strong characteristic features. 

 
 

Images of people playing sports would not usually be suitable for Photo Travel unless the sport 

showcased a culture that was specific to a land, or there were some identifiable features in the 

image.  The following images do not adhere to the PT definition. 

          
 

The following images provide no identifiable features or a culture specific to a land.  These 

images do not adhere to the Photo Travel Definition. 

         
 

If you are uncertain if an image adheres to the PT Definition, please make use of the PT 

Evaluation Service which members can access after login:   

https://psa-photo.org/index.php?divisions-photo-travel 
 

The óPhoto Travel Guide for Judges and Chairsô has been updated and is available for download 

on the Photo Travel webpage along with other educational material:   

https://psa-photo.org/index.php?divisions-photo-travel 

https://psa-photo.org/index.php?divisions-photo-travel
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?divisions-photo-travel

